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STOP PRESS: “Global carbon emissions stood still in 2016, offering climate hope” *
Since 2014 The Schools’ Energy Co-operative has installed solar PV panels on 30 schools from Poole to Teesside,
with 4 more expected soon. This has been funded by £1.3 million raised from our 250 plus members. From 2018
we expect to save more than 1,000 tonnes** of carbon dioxide each year, for at least the next 20 years.
Our systems have a combined capacity of 1.2 megawatts (MW), and are expected
to produce around a gigawatt-hour of electricity each year. This is enough to
power about 300 typical UK homes, or to make more than 15 million cups of tea!
The carbon dioxide saved is equivalent to reducing car use by 6 million miles a year.

Glenleigh Park Primary Academy

Although subsidies have fallen
dramatically, larger systems on some
schools can still be viable - we are
currently talking to 10 further schools,
which could take our capacity to 2 MW
before subsidies are withdrawn in
March 2019. For this we are looking at
other ways to raise funds. We are also
exploring ways to help schools save
energy by switching to LED lighting.

Goodbye to coal (almost!) with your help.
In summer 2017, solar PV generated around three times more electricity than
coal in the UK. Solar now provides around 5% of our electricity each year, and
along with other renewables and demand reduction, it helped to reduce fossil
fuels use for electricity by one third between July 2013 and July 2017.
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30 schools in 3 years was challenging. There were
big changes in the feed-in-tariff (FiT) subsidy, which is
guaranteed for 20 years from each installation date. In
2014 it paid 12p/ kilowatt-hour (kWh) of electricity
generated. But by early 2017, this had plummeted to
4p for new installations, with the subsidy expected to
be withdrawn in March 2019. As a community
organisation, in 2015 we were able to “pre-register”
sites at the then-current (higher) rate, giving us a year
to implement – that’s why there were so many
installations in summer 2016! We pre-registered 52
schools, and installed PV on 19 before the deadline.
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Solar PV generation from a typical school

Our members funded this amazing growth. Our first share
issue was in 2014. Tax relief on community renewable energy
shares was withdrawn in late 2015, but we managed to raise a
further £700,000 before it ended!

Our development, and growth in installed capacity (kW)
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Newmarket Academy

Holt Farm Junior School

The schools themselves use a lot of the energy generated by the PV panels, and any excess is exported to the grid. As
we own the PV panels, the schools pay us for the power they use, at a discount to their normal electricity cost. We also get
the FiT, and payment for the energy exported. This funds operating costs and payments to our shareholders as described in
the share prospectus. We retain some money for the future, and anything left is paid to the schools.
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